CM 311
Oral Presentations
Sims-Fletcher


Instructor:  
Suzie Sims-Fletcher, MA 


       
Email:  ssf@bu.edu


Office:  223A 640 Comm.



Hours:  by appointment

Required Text:  Sprague, Jo and Douglas Stuart.  The Speaker’s Handbook, 5th edition.  New York:  Harcourt Brace College Publishers, 2000.

Course Description:  This course is designed to introduce you to the principles of effective public speaking and oral presentations and to provide practical opportunities to use these principles in structured speaking situations, so a s to merge both theory and practice of public speaking.  While this is certainly a performance course, you will be expected to participate extensively as a listener and a critic. Control of poor speech habits, use of proper grammar, and development of research skills will be emphasized.

Standards:  Attendance is mandatory.  More than three hours of unexcused absence will result in a full letter grade drop.  Absences should be discussed in advance when at all possible to make any approved arrangements for missed work.  An unexcused absence on the day of a graded presentation will result in a grade of zero for that assignment.

Tardiness is annoying and disruptive.  Repeated tardiness will be counted as an absence.  Tardiness should be discussed in advance when at all possible.

Deadlines are rigid.  Assignments are due at the beginning of the class.  If an assignment is due it is your responsibility to get it to the instructor.  A full grade drop will be applied for every day late.

Format for papers is standard.  MLA, APA, Chicago Style, or any similar style may be used.  All papers must be typed, double spaced, and stapled (no plastic sleeves, paper clips, or folded corners!)  or they will not be accepted and will be subject to grade drops according to deadline standards above.

Comm Plagiarism Statement:  “Plagiarism is the act of representing someone else’s creative and/or academic work as your own, in full or in part.  It can be an act of commission, in which one intentionally appropriates the words, pictures, or ideas of another, or it can be an act of omission, in which one fails to acknowledge/document/give credit to the source, creator and/or the copyright owner of those works, pictures, or ideas.  Any fabrication of materials, quotes, or sources, other than that created in a work of fiction, is also plagiarism.  Plagiarism is the most serious academic offense that you can commit and can result in probation, suspension, or expulsion.”

Evaluation:  Written and oral assignments will be evaluated on (in no particular order) content, clarity, extent of research, analysis of material, professional appearance, mechanics (spelling, punctuation, and grammar).  

Out of Class Critiques (2)




10%

Peer Critiques






10%

Self Evaluation





 5%

Prepared Reading





 5%

Descriptive Speech





10%

Informative Speech





10%

Persuasive Speech





15%

Evocative Speech





15%

Participation






10%

Final Exam






10%







Total:
           100%

Required Presentations:

ME Speech:  Introduce yourself to your classmates by using something from your life (my environment) as a springboard.  Include your name in the speech.  


1 – 3 minutes

Descriptive Speech:  Describe a process that you are familiar with.  Focus primarily on being descriptive and on giving a detailed account of all the steps involved in the process.  Take the audience sequentially through each step.  Visual aid required.


3 – 5 minutes


outline and two (2) sources
Informative Speech:  Choose a significant concept and explain it to the class.  Primary attention should be given to your use of amplifying materials (definition, comparison, contrast, examples, etc.)


4 – 6 minutes


outline and three (3) sources

Persuasive Speech:  Present an appeal that will alter or attempt to alter a current belief or attitude.  Focus on stimulating and convincing your audience into action.  Specific call to action required.


5 – 7 minutes


outline and four (4) sources
Evocative Speech:  Elicit an emotional response in your audience.  Focus on aspects of the topic that evoke emotions (sadness, happiness, disgust, laughter, etc.)


4 – 6 minutes


outline and four (4) sources
You will also deliver a group presentation (5 –7 minutes) and impromptu (1 – 3 minutes) speeches.

Time limits will be strictly observed.  Control of your material, preparation, and rehearsal are reflected in adherence to the time limits.  Respect of time limits also shows respect for your audience.  Speeches under or over time will be subject to a full letter grade drop.

Typed outlines must be turned in before oral presentation. Preparation, research, and thought are indicated in outlines.  No outline, no speech:  full letter grade drop for speech, 50% for outline.

Reference/bibliography must be included with outline.  Failure to comply with required number of sources or style will result in a full letter grade drop for the speech.  Personal interview may only be counted for one speech.  Be cautious of validity/acceptability of Internet material.

